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Active Leisure Space

Devon Street Urban Park will create a safe and attractive environment for active leisure, urban
sports and local community events.

The park will help to improve the physical and mental health and wellbeing of local communities
through active leisure, opportunity for outdoor exercise and by meeting the growing demand for
urban sports (BMX, skateboarding, roller-skating, scootering) with provision of much-needed
recreation facilities for young people on the Southside of Glasgow.

The Devon Street Urban Park will be accessible and offer opportunities for young people from
all backgrounds to participate in urban sports, expand social horizons and develop new skills by
hosting a programme of urban sports activity in partnership with local schools and community
organisations.
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Connectivity

The project realises the innovative and effective re-use of an urban ‘lost space’ which has been
sterilised by the M74 motorway, enhancing the immediate built environment. By designing a new
and improved public space, this cultural landmark will provide a new focal point and meeting space
connecting the surrounding Gorbals, Govanhill and Pollokshields communities, addressing the
sense of disconnection created by the development of the M74.

By utilising the cover provided by the motorway canopy, a safe and inclusive outdoor space will be
created, increasing provision of recreational amenities for young people. This new destination sits
on major public transport routes and is located at a key point on the South City Way active travel
network, situated halfway between the city centre and Queen’s Park at the junction of the cycle link
heading west. The park offers a new orientation and pause point for cyclists.
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Phase One

Industrial motorway
beams and other
construction
components are
arranged in a sculptural
way to form a gathering
cluster and a gateway

Phase Two

An enclosure could
be introduced which
can separate the
space and define

it as a gathering
zone adjacent to the
industrial sculptural

to the site announcing arrangement.
the prominence of

Devon Street.

PhaseThree Phase Four

The enclosure space
can be used to house
pop up containers
/WCs or other
temporary objects.

The sculpture has
the scope to define
a more permanent
pavilion with toilets,
storage facilities
and a cafe. Glazing
or polycarbonate
can be interoduced
whilst cafe space
can remain heated or
open air depending
on budget.
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Concept sketch for kiosk / pavilion building
Stallan-Brand Architects

Stallan-Brand [u]

Architecture + Design .
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Devon Street Park Business Model

The sustainability of the Devon Street Urban Park is based on the growth of urban sports which
are soon to be included in the school curriculum. Skateboarding and BMX are now recognised

as Olympic sports and continue to gain in popularity with young people, as the recent rise in the
number of girls skateboarding shows. This boom in popularity requires provision of available and
sustainable facilities in Glasgow to support demand.

The proposed kiosk / pavilion space will facilitate programmes, providing WC facilities and power

for outdoor workshops and community events. A permanent café will provide refreshments and
generate income for the maintenance and upkeep of the park.

Glasgow Urban Sports & The Loading Bay Partnership

With shared goals and closely aligned aims Glasgow Urban Sports (SCIO) and The Loading Bay
(CIC) have formed a partnership to deliver urban sport

National governing bodies Skateboard Scotland and Skateboard GB have been in close dialogue

about project delivery and fully support the Devon Street Urban Park. Both organisations already
work closely with The Loading Bay to deliver national competitions and workshop programmes.

Reclaimed Materials and Net Zero Design
Devon Street’s design proposes to use reclaimed granite sourced from surplus stock in the city. GUS

has in principle agreement with Glasgow City Council to use this, effectively an in-kind contribution
towards the project. This reclaimed material, will contribute towards the city’'s net zero policy.

Site Lease

Glasgow Urban Sports has agreed a draft heads of terms for the lease of the Devon Street site with
Transport Scotland, on behalf of the Scottish Ministers, and Glasgow City Council.

Planning Application

Following a series of workshops and engagement events Glasgow Urban Sports plan to submit the
proposed design to Glasgow City Council Planning Department in late 2024.

Have Your Say...

o

Please scan QR code for details of
consultation events and to comment
on the design proposals:

The Devon Street Urban Park project has been developed with generous support from the Susanne Marcus Collins Foundation, USA. Glasgow Urban Sports is a volunteer led
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GCC Cycling & Urban Sports Strategy

Glasgow City Council’'s Cycling and Urban Sports Strategy, published in 2023, identifies
opportunities to grow active travel across the city through participation in urban sports. Devon
Street Urban Park is directly referenced in the strategy.

Urban sports can provide a renewed sense of social space and community focus. The recently
delivered Riverside Museum ‘Transport’ skate spot, designed and delivered by Glasgow Urban
Sports in partnership with Glasgow City Council and Glasgow Life, clearly demonstrates the added
value of developing destination spaces for physical activity and social connection on major active
travel routes.

Public Art Commissions

To animate the Devon Street Urban Park a series of public art projects will be commissioned in
parallel with the design and delivery process. The public art programme will be phased in delivery,
enabling consultation and opportunities for involvement in park design.

The first example of this approach at Devon Street is a series of artist billposters, realised with
support from and through a creative partnership with Jack Arts Scotland.

Project Delivery

Devon Street Urban Park has secured a confirmed offer of a minimum £1.2M from the Susanne
Marcus Collins Foundation towards project delivery. Representing a substantial inward investment
to Glasgow, the confirmed financial offer will be used to secure additional match funding.
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